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Conclusion	
“Boston’s	Struggle	in	Black	and	Brown”	intervenes	in	the	city’s	dominant	racial	
discourses	by	providing	a	multilayered	analysis	of	postwar	racial	politics.	It	illustrates	
not	only	how	African	Americans	and	Latinos	faced	parallel	and	intersecting	struggles	in	
the	same	segregated	neighborhoods	of	Boston,	but	also	how	these	shared	lived	
experiences	facilitated	their	emerging	racial	and	political	identities	as	poor,	nonwhite,	
ethnoracial	minorities	in	the	city	during	the	1960s	and	1970s.	Black/brown	Bostonians	
began	to	see	their	futures	as	linked,	developing	increasingly	similar	political	visions	and	
civil	rights	agendas	centered	on	ideologies	of	self-determination,	community	control,	
and	racial	uplift.		
As	demonstrated	throughout	my	analysis,	the	shared	racial	and	political	
identities	of	African	Americans	and	Latinos	did	not,	however,	automatically	materialize	
into	collaboration	or	formal	coalition	building.	Chapters	one,	two,	and	three	illustrate	
how	issues	such	as	welfare,	poverty,	and	housing,	drew	these	two	groups	to	work	
together.	These	common	causes	facilitated	cooperation,	as	black/brown	Bostonians	
pooled	together	their	political	power	to	form	inclusive	multiethnic/	multiracial	
organizations	like	Mothers	for	Adequate	Welfare	or	the	South	End	Tenants	Council,	or	
alliances	such	as	the	one	between	the	Roxbury	Multi-Service	Center	and	La	Alianza	
Hispana.	Yet	these	coalitions	were	not	without	conflict,	as	there	were	numerous	
differences	such	as	class,	gender,	and	nation	that	threatened	cross-ethnoracial	
collaboration.	Additionally,	the	most	effective	groups	tended	to	have	ethnoracially	
homogenous	leadership,	prioritizing	the	interests	of	one	group	over	the	other.	Chapters	
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four	and	five’s	analyses	illustrate	that	not	all	movements	were	plagued	with	conflict,	but	
merely	had	differing	goals.	The	educational	justice	movements	of	the	1960s	and	1970s	
illustrate	how	African	Americans	and	Latinos	diverged	on	the	issue	of	language	and	thus	
chose	to	advance	the	struggle	for	equitable	schools	on	separate,	parallel	paths.	
Beyond	recovered	black-brown	upbuilding	and	community	organizing	in	Boston,	
this	study	exposes	the	limits	of	the	black-white	binary	racial	frame	for	understanding	
racial	politics	in	the	postwar	urban	north.	It	urges	us	to	consider	how	Latinos	forged	
racial	identities	and	fit	into	spaces	typically	divided	by	black	and	white.	It	also	questions	
the	limitations	of	vocabularies	of	“conflict”	and	“coalition”	and	similar	simplistic	binaries	
such	as	“unity”	versus	“disunity”	that	have	dominated	the	scholarship	on	black-brown	
relations.	Instead,	this	study	provides	a	multilayered	analysis	that	examines	both	the	
power	of	multiethnic/multiracial	organizing,	as	well	as	the	difficulties	inherent	in	
creating	and	sustaining	coalitions.		
This	study	illuminates	the	power	of	local,	community	studies,	which	have	
expanded,	deepened,	and	fundamentally	transformed	the	study	of	race	in	modern	
American	history.	They	provide	a	focused	lens	and	a	level	of	nuance	to	national	and	
regional	patterns	and	transformations	often	overlooked	in	expansive	studies,	while	also	
highlighting	complexities	and	specific	local	circumstances.	This	study’s	“bottom	up”	
approach	asserts	the	agency	of	ordinary	African	American	and	Latino	people,	
particularly	women,	in	shaping	their	communities	and	Boston	politics	more	broadly.	
Used	in	conjunction	with	other	methodologies	such	as	oral	history,	this	community	
study	of	Boston	gives	voice	to	otherwise	obscured	people,	those	marginalized	in	or	
absent	from	the	historical	record,	providing	them	an	opportunity	to	actively	participate	
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in	the	rewriting	of	their	city’s	racial	history.	
“Boston’s	Struggle	in	Black	and	Brown”	also	sheds	light	on	contemporary	race	
relations,	helping	to	explain	the	complex	relationships	between	African	Americans	and	
Latinos	in	urban	spaces.	In	2015,	the	Latino	population	became	the	largest	ethnoracial	
minority	in	the	nation,	constituting	close	to	18%	of	its	total	population.	The	Latino	
population	is	also	projected	to	grow	faster	than	any	other	group	in	the	coming	decades,	
which	is	shifting	the	landscape	of	American	politics.	This	study	poses	important	
questions	on	the	growing	political	power	of	Latinos	in	the	United	States.	How	have	
Latinos	been	shaped	by	African	Americans	and	blackness	and	how	will	they	continue	to	
be	influenced	in	the	future?	How	will	this	relationship	impact	Latino	voting	patterns	or	
the	future	sociopolitical	climate	of	the	nation?	Finally,	when	will	the	nation	address	the	
continued	segregation	and	inequality	faced	by	African	Americans	and	Latinos	in	cities	
like	Boston	today?	Will	black/brown	Americans	continue	to	uplift	their	communities	
from	within	and	forge	their	own	parallel	and	intersecting	grassroots	movements	for	
racial	justice?		
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